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Dialectics of  opening and closing 

21st Century Scramble for Africa 

 

VS  

 

Migration management and combating the 
‘root causes’ of  migration 

Dialogue 

Postcolonial 
Theory 

Migration 
Research 



Research Questions 

•  To which extent do discursive constructions of  African migration put forth 
by Western development policy differ from the realities of  sub-Saharan 
migrants? 

 

•  A comparison of  the construction of  problems:  What is considered 
problematic about migration by Western development policy, and what do 
migrants themselves conceive as problematic regarding migration and the 
pursuit of  their respective migratory projects? 



Methodical implementation 

German Federal Ministry for Economic Cooperation and Development & Federal Foreign Office  

Critical Discourse Analysis, timeframe: 2015 – 2021 

Shifting the geographical focus southwards: Nigeria 

Multi-sited fieldwork, narrative interviews and field observations 



Age of  Development 

“We must embark on a bold new program for making the benefits of  our 
scientific advances and industrial progress available for the improvement and 

growth of  underdeveloped areas.” 

(Point IV of  Harry Truman's Inaugural Address to the U.S. Congress on 
January 20th, 1949) 



Preliminary findings 

Three tendencies in the discursive construction of  the figure of  the migrant: 

Chance Victim 

Security 
threat 



Freedom of  movement is historically the oldest and also the most 
elementary. Being able to depart for where we will is the prototypical gesture 

of  being free, as limitation of  freedom of  movement has from time 
immemorial been the precondition for enslavement.  

-  H. Arendt 

2015 darf  sich nicht wiederholen. 

-  A. Laschet 

How does it feel to be a problem? 

- W.E.B. Du Bois 

 


